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Recently, we found that inorganic, non-toxic ethanolamine derivatives of tin are
excellent delayed action (latent) catalysts for the formation of polyurethanes.” These
compounds have already been produced on a ton-scale and hold potential to substitute
toxic organomercury derivatives.

This finding stimulated the search for most efficient syntheses of such tin compounds.
In contrast to textbook knowledge[z] we found that tin powder reacts with a variety of

alcohols to exclusively give different tin alkoxides and tin-oxo-clusters in high yields.?!
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